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Customs, Rites, & Rituals Across Cultures: A 
Resource Guide 

Los Angeles Harbor College Library 
updated 5/23/07 

 
FOOD AND DINING CUSTOMS 
 
Dining Customs Around the World: with Occasional Recipes. Mothershead, Alice Bonzi. 1982. 
GT2860 .M6 Subject term: Food habits. 

         Dinners and dining. 
 
Encyclopedia of Food and Culture. 3v. Katz, Solomon H. 2003. 
GT2850 .E53 2003 (REFERENCE BOOKS) Subject term: Food habits—Encyclopedias. 
 
 
SOCIAL CUSTOMS & MANNERS 
 
Taprarmiuni Kassiyulriit = Stebbins Dance Festival. Bogeyaktuk, Anatole. 2004. 
 
[E-book] Available on NetLibrary. Subject term: Yupik Eskimos—Rites and ceremonies. 
 
Rituals and Ceremonies in Popular Culture. Browne, Ray Broadus. 1980. 
E169.12 .R55 Subject term: Popular culture—United States. 

      United States—Social life and customs—20th century. 
 
Chicana Traditions: Continuity and Change. Cantú, Norma Elia. 2002. 
E184.M5 C4 2002  Subject term: Mexican American women—Social life and customs. 
 
Mexicans & Americans: Cracking the Cultural Code. Crouch, Ned. 2004. 
GN560 .M6 C76 2004 Subject term: Mexicans—Attitudes. 

        Americans—Attitudes. 
        Intercultural Communication—Mexico. 
        Mexico--Social life and customs. 

 
 
 
Good Luck Life: The Essential Guide to Chinese American Celebrations and Culture. Gong, Rosemary. 2005. 
E184 .C5 G66 2005 Subject term: Chinese Americans—Social life and customs. 

       Chinese Americans—Rites and ceremonies. 
       Holidays—United States. 

 
At Home in Nature: Modern Homesteading and Spiritual Practice in America. Gould, Rebecca Kneale. 2005.  
 
[E-book] Available on NetLibrary. Subject term: Country life—Religious aspects. 

       Spirituality—United States. 
       United States—Religious life and customs. 

 
Mystical Rites and Rituals: Initiation and fertility rites, sacrifice and burial customs, incantation and ritual magic. 1975. 
BL600 .M95 Subject term: Rites and ceremonies. 

       Rituals. 
 
Royal Pageantry, Customs and Festivals. 1967. 
GT285 .R6 Subject term: Manners and customs. 
 
Celebration, Studies in Festivity and Ritual. Turner, Victor Witter. 1982. 
GT3930 .C44 1982  Subject term: Festivals. 

       Rites and ceremonies. 
       Ritual. 
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HOLIDAY CUSTOMS & RITUALS 
 
Giving Thanks: Thanksgiving Recipes and History, from Pilgrims to Pumpkin Pie. Curtin, Kathleen. 2005. 
F7 .C87 2005 Subject term: Thanksgiving Day—History. 

       United States—Social life and customs. 
 
We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals. Etzioni, Amitai. 2004. 
GT3930 .W37 2004 Subject term: Holidays. 

         Ritual. 
         Community life. 

 
Christmas in Mexico. Lopez, Jadwiga. 1976. 
GT4985 .C4 Christmas—Mexico. 
 
Neal-Schuman Guide to Celebrations and Holidays Around the World. Matthew, Kathryn I. 2003. 
Z5710 .M38 2003 (REFERENCE BOOKS) Subject term: Holidays—Bibliography. 

         Festivals—Bibliography. 
 
Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night. Rogers, Nicholas. 2002. 
GT4965 .R634 2002 (at reserve desk) (REFERENCE BOOKS) 
Subject term: Halloween--History. 
 
 
DATING & MARRIAGE RITUALS 
 
Anatomy of Love: the Natural History of Monogamy, Adultery, and Divorce. Fisher, Helen E. 1992. 
HQ728 .F454 1992  Subject term: Marriage. 

         Sex customs. 
 
The Wedding Book: Alternative Ways to Celebrate Marriage. Kirschenbaum, Howard. 1974. 
HQ745 .K57 Subject term: Marriage. 

         Marriage customs and rites. 
 
Marriage Customs of the World: From Henna to Honeymoons. Monger, George. 2004. 
GT2690.M65 2004 (REFERENCE BOOKS) Subject term: Marriage customs and rites. 
 
You Are Cordially Invited to Weddings: Dating & Love Customs of Cultures Worldwide, Including Royalty.  
Mordecai, Carolyn. 1999. 
GT2690 .M67 1999 (REFERENCE BOOKS)  
Subject term: Weddings—Cross-cultural studies. 

         Marriage customs and rites—Cross-cultural studies. 
          Dating (Social customs)—Cross-cultural studies. 

 
A Short History of Marriage: Marriage Rites, Customs, and Folklore in Many Countries and All Ages. Urlin, Ethel L. 
1969. 
GT2665 .U7 1969  Subject term: Marriage customs and rites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEATH & FUNERAL RITUALS 
 
The Skeleton at the Feast : The Day of the Dead in Mexico. Carmichael, Elizabeth. 2001. 
GT4995.A4 C37 2001 (at reserve desk) (REFERENCE BOOKS) 
 
Subject term: Folk festivals—Mexico. 

         All Soul’s Day—Mexico. 
          Mexico—Social life and customs. 
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No One Cries for the Dead : Tamil Dirges, Rowdy Songs, and Graveyard Petitions. Clark-Decès, Isabella. 2005. 
[E-book] Available on NetLibrary. 
Subject term: Funeral rites and ceremonies—India—South Arcot. 

         Tamil (Indic people)—Funeral customs and rites.  
  
Death's Door: Modern Dying and the Way We Grieve. Gilbert, Sandra M. 2006. 
HQ1073 .G54 2006  Subject term: Death—Social aspects. 

         Grief. 
          Mourning customs. 

 
The Days of the Dead : Mexico's Festival of Communion with the Departed. Greenleigh, John. 1998. 
GT4995.A4 G74 1998 (at reserve desk) (REFERENCE BOOKS) 
Subject term: Folk festivals—Mexico. 

         All Soul’s Day—Mexico—Pictorial works. 
         Mexico—Social life and customs. 

 
Celebrations of Death:  the Anthropology of Mortuary Ritual. Huntington, Richard. 1979. 
GN486 .H84 Subject term: Funeral rites and ceremonies. 
 
Death and Bereavement Across Cultures. Parkes, Colin Murray. 1997. 
[E-book] Available on NetLibrary. 
Subject term: Bereavement—Cross-cultural studies. 

         Death—Cross-cultural studies. 
 
Kaddish. Wieseltier, Leon. 1998. 
BM670.K3 W54 1998 Subject term: Jewish mourning customs. 
 
 
ONLINE RESOURCES: 
  
The following websites are good resources for exploring your topics further. 
 
http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/oracle/checklist.html 
Metropolitan Museum of Art website dedicated to African cultural artifacts used in various rituals from many different 
African cultures. 
 
http://www.chcp.org/wedding.html 
Chinese wedding traditions, from the past to the present. 
 
http://www.kwintessential.co.uk/resources/country-profiles.html 
An overview of taboos, etiquette, customs and languages across cultures around the world. 
 
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles.html 
The Library of Congress has profiles of different countries, including basic information about their culture, history and 
politics.  
 
http://www.funeralmuseum.org/museumonline.html 
Take a virtual tour of the Museum of Funeral Customs. 
 
http://www.nativeweb.org/ 
Resources and news about indigenous cultures around the world. 
 
 
JOURNALS & MAGAZINES: 
 
You may want to take a look at the following journals and magazines in the LAHC library’s collection for articles 
related to the topic. 
 
American Anthropologist 
 
American Ethnologist 
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Journal of Marriage and the Family 
 
Society: Social Science & Modern Society 


