HOUSING/ACCOMMODATIONS:  Los Angeles Harbor College does not have living accommodations on campus.  However, the Office of Student Activities and the International Student Office frequently have listings of nearby affordable housing.

If you need assistance in locating a “home stay” situation or an apartment prior to coming to Harbor College, you may wish to contact the independent agents/organizations whose fliers we have enclosed with this letter.  Because these agents/organizations are independent entities, Harbor College cannot endorse any of them, though they have been providing services to students at other area colleges.  Any contractual relationship that you establish with these agents/organizations is your responsibility and not the responsibility of Los Angeles Harbor College.  If you are using their services, each provides pick up service from the airport for a fee.

If you would prefer establishing yourself “on your own”, that is, without the assistance of fee-based agents/organization, you should do the following:

1. Make a reservation for a place to stay temporarily for when you first arrive.  Make your reservation before you leave home.  The least expensive place to stay is Hostelling International in San Pedro.  The cost is about $23/night.  The hostel is open 6/13/2005 through October 2005 and is located at 3601 Gaffey St., Bldg. 613, San Pedro, CA 90731.  Its phone number is (310) 831-8109; its fax number is (310) 831-4635.  The advantages of the hostel is that it is inexpensive; it is a scenic area near the ocean; the staff are exceedingly helpful.  The disadvantages are that you can only stay there for about 7 days; you may be in a dormitory-style room with one or more roommates; and you need to take two short bus rides to get to the college.  More expensive is the Best Western Hotel that is located in Wilmington, a short walk from the college.  The Best Western is located at 1402 West Pacific Coast Highway, Wilmington, CA 90744.  Its phone number is (310) 834-3400, and its fax is (310) 835-2225.  The advantage of the Best Western is that you will have a private room with your own bathroom and will be within a 10-minute walk of the campus.  The disadvantage is that it costs more than the hostel.  A single room at $60.00 per night with one bed plus tax up to 4 weeks—is available if you inform the hotel manager that you are a new Los Angeles Harbor College Student and would like the “L.A. Harbor College single room rate.”  The usual rate for a single is about $80.)

2. When you arrive at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX), you can either take a taxi (cost:$20-30) or a shuttle van/bus (cost: about $20) to either the hostel or hotel listed above. 

OVER

3. As soon after you arrive as possible, come to the International Student Office at Los Angeles Harbor College.  We are in the Administration building, AD 108.  You may wish to call first.  Our number is (310) 233-4111.  Do not wait until the day of the orientation!  If you are in Los Angeles before the orientation date, come in so that we can get you placed and into appropriate classes.

4. Once at the college, we can show you where the housing listings are, etc.  However, contacting landlords, etc., will be your responsibility.  (In some cases landlords may want you to sign leases or contracts.  If you don’t understand something in the contract, don’t sign it.  Come in to the International Student Office and we will try to point out if you should have concerns about the contract.)

CARRYING CASH:  Americans usually do not walk around carrying large amounts of cash with them.  Usually, they have five to fifty dollars in their pockets and use checks, credit cards, or ATM machines for transactions over fifty dollars.  Obviously, when you arrive in the U.S., you will need some cash; however, you should not carry large amounts of cash with you.  Generally, one or two hundred dollars should be enough for the first few days of getting around.  Probably, one hundred dollars would be better.  The rest of the money that you will need for settling in should be in Travellers’ Checks or in another form other than cash.

